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(SF, 9 June 2025) “With music from five centuries, this year’s Salzburg Whitsun Festival paid 
homage to the city of Venice. From Monteverdi via Rossini, Verdi and Wagner to Nono and 
Sciarrino, and all the way to a work by Mantovani premiered only a few weeks ago, we heard 
mainly vocal sounds of ‘La Serenissima’ – apart from a deeply moving and virtuoso rendition 
of John Neumeier’s genius ballet Death in Venice. At the heart of this was Antonio Vivaldi – 
who else – for whom we were able to produce a veritable world premiere, thanks to a pasticcio 
in the baroque style created by Barrie Kosky and his team in cooperation with the conductor 
Gianluca Capuano and the orchestra Les Musiciens du Prince. In this way, Hotel 
Metamorphosis built a bridge between the 18th and the 21st century, impressively 
demonstrating how today’s artists can keep the music of yesterday alive and relevant. I thank 
all those involved from the bottom of my heart, including the highly motivated, professional 
and passionate staff of the Salzburg Festival’s workshops, who kept working small miracles in 
the background,” says Cecilia Bartoli, Artistic Director of the Salzburg Whitsun Festival.  

“Salzburg is extremely fortunate to have Cecilia Bartoli. With her insightful and multifaceted 
panorama of Venice, she once again proved the great artistic attractiveness of her 
programming. Cecilia Bartoli’s dramaturgical and conceptual vision, impressively manifested 
this year in her first collaboration with Barrie Kosky, among other projects, reliably stands for 
the excellence of the Whitsun Festival,” says Markus Hinterhäuser, Artistic Director of the 
Salzburg Festival.  

The 2025 Salzburg Whitsun Festival drew to a close with a percentage of 99 percent of seats 
filled, indicating an outstanding level of enthusiastic resonance among the audience.  

Approximately 11.720 guests attended the 2025 Salzburg Whitsun Festival. Austria, Germany, 
Switzerland, the USA, Great Britain, France, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands and Hungary were 
the ten most highly represented countries, among a total of 49 nations.  

The Salzburg Whitsun Festival accredited 77 journalists contributing to media in 14 countries: 
Austria, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France, Spain, Serbia, Latvia, Great Britain, North and 
South America as well as Japan. 



 

 

 

For more than half a century, Rolex has partnered some of the world’s most talented artists 
and leading cultural institutions to celebrate excellence and contribute to perpetuating 
artistic heritage. Through the Rolex Perpetual Arts Initiative, a broad portfolio of arts that 
extends through architecture, cinema, dance, literature, music, theatre and visual arts, the 
company confirms its long-term commitment to global culture. In all these endeavours, Rolex 
supports artistic excellence and the transmission of knowledge to future generations, who in 
turn pass on the world’s cultural legacy. Among its Testimonees in music are world-leading 
artists such as Cecilia Bartoli, Benjamin Bernheim, Gustavo Dudamel, Juan Diego Flórez, Jonas 
Kaufmann, Rolando Villazón, Sonya Yoncheva and Yannick Nézet-Séguin. In 2012, Rolex 
became Main Sponsor of the Salzburg Festival and Exclusive Sponsor of the Salzburg Whitsun 
Festival. Furthermore, since 2021 Rolex has supported the Herbert von Karajan Young 
Conductors Award. 

 

Photographs are available here: https://www.salzburgerfestspiele.at/presse#fotoservice 
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