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Director Romeo Castellucci and conductor Teodor Current2|s at the Terrace Talk Don Giovanni. Photos: SF/Anne
Zeuner

(SF, 23 July 2021) Love is the greatest value in Don Giovanni’s life. To conductor Teodor
Currentzis, the fact that he is willing to betray, rape, even kill for this love constitutes the
complexity of the figure, the myth of Don Giovanni. “In this opera, Mozart asks questions
without giving answers,” says Teodor Currentzis, who conducts the new production at the
Salzburg Festival. “Are the values we categorize as good and evil honest? For me, this is
where the biblical element comes in — good people go to heaven, bad ones to hell.” Despite
all this, Don Giovanni does not even have the most beautiful arias, in his opinion — those are
reserved for Don Ottavio, who might be considered Don Giovanni’s mirror image.

There have been 217 performances of Don Giovanni in the Salzburg Festival’s history, the first
of them entitled Don Juan, sung in German in 1922. This summer’s production is directed by
Romeo Castellucci, who won several awards for his production of Salome at the 2018 Salzburg
Festival. He considers it a great honour now to have been invited to direct a Mozart opera in
the city of Mozart. “I would like to create an atmosphere of beauty,” says the director. “Teodor
and | have the same artistic vision; we have identical ideas about the mission of art,” he adds,
explaining that it is his goal to reflect in his staging whatever the conductor brings to light in the
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music. The manner in which Teodor Currentzis interprets the music immediately revealed a
burning passion to him, one that he too wants to see on stage. “This Don Giovanni will be alive
and contemporary,” he promises.
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In a subtle way, death is omnipresent in Mozart’'s music, he goes on — even in the cheerful
passages. “In this opera, the figure of Don Giovanni is racing towards death. He wishes for
dissolution, for death, but he wants all that while he is alive, and he celebrates life as he goes
along,” says Romeo Castellucci. “For Don Giovanni, damnation is redemption.” Only his own
destruction creates his character and his myth. “It is a paradox and creative system,” the
director says.

Teodor Currentzis explains that he considers Don Giovanni the most difficult of the Da Ponte
operas. It is difficult to stage. Romeo Castellucci, however, is exactly on his wavelength, for
which he is grateful to Artistic Director Markus Hinterhduser. “I value the way in which Romeo
sees details other people miss. He has an incredibly intuition that makes him examine these
very details, while sticking very closely to Mozart’s own dramaturgy,” says Teodor Currentzis.

. A min@F under the
Jfoovewho bs
¢ fother. late ME-
Y . > ot minee v whom &

ME. U4 V—
. ! s Al warrnier WA > ands
]

partments of & prison,
or division in a hospital

ining a certain number
> & particular class of

L

Thus, Romeo Castellucci will have 150 women from Salzburg on stage as supernumeraries.
While Leporello sings of women as mere numbers in his “catalogue aria”, treating them like
objects which are distinguished if at all, then merely by attributes such as the colour of their
hair, the director puts these women on stage, giving them a face and a story. “It is a fantastic,
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concrete connection with the city; | am delighted that we have found 150 women from Salzburg
to participate,” he says. Don Giovanni, the perfect symbol of loneliness, meets all these women
embodying his desire. “He destroys, he divides, there is disorder,” Romeo Castellucci says.
Don Giovanni embodies whatever we lack the courage to dare, says Teodor Currentzis. He
recognizes three female types in the opera: the mother, the lover and the sorceress.

For him —this much Teodor Currentzis revealed at the end of the Terrace Talk — this production
has been possible only in Salzburg and only during the Salzburg Festival's centenary. The
production is a homage to the Festival, and he regrets that there are only six performances.

Press Office of the Salzburg Festival/Anne Zeuner
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Photographs are available here:
https://www.salzburgerfestspiele.at/presse/fotoservice

The podcast can be found here:
https://www.salzburgerfestspiele.at/presse

Starting tomorrow, an audio-visual recording of the Terrace Talk will be available on our
website as well.
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791)

DON GIOVANNI

Il dissoluto punito ossia Il Don Giovanni
Dramma giocoso in two acts K. 527 (1787)
Libretto by Lorenzo Da Ponte

New Production

Grol3es Festspielhaus

Teodor Currentzis Conductor

Romeo Castellucci Director, Sets, Costumes and Lighting
Cindy Van Acker Choreography

Piersandra Di Matteo Dramaturgy

Theresa Wilson Associate Costume Designer

Maxi Menja Lehmann Assistant Director

Alessio Valmori Assistant Set Designer

Marco Giusti Associate Lighting Designer

Davide Luciano Don Giovanni
Mika Kares Il Commendatore
Nadezhda Pavlova Donna Anna
Michael Spyres Don Ottavio
Federica Lombardi Donna Elvira
Vito Priante Leporello

David Steffens Masetto

Anna Lucia Richter Zerlina

musicAeterna Choir
Vitaly Polonsky Chorus Master
musicAeterna Orchestra

Premiere: 26 July, 6 pm
29 July, 7:30 pm

4 August, 7 pm

7 August, 6:30 pm

10 August, 6:30 pm

20 August, 7:30 pm

Supported by V—A—C
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Kind regards,

Press Office of the Salzburg Festival
presse@salzburgfestival.at
www.salzburgerfestspiele.at

If you prefer not to receive our emails in the future, please send us an email to presse@salzburgfestival.at. Our
General Terms and Conditions and Privacy Policy are available anytime from our Press Office and are online at
https://www.salzburgerfestspiele.at/en/terms-conditions and https://www.salzburgerfestspiele.at/en/privacy-policy.
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